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Spanish American War 1898

U.S. Philippine Commission established 1901

Jones Act 1916

FDR announces plans for Philippine independence 1933

Tydings-McDufie Act 1935

Japan attacks Philippines 1941

U.S. surrenders islands to Japan 1942

MacArthur and U.S. troops drive out the Japanese 1945

Philippine independence 1946

Ferdinand Marcos is elected President 1965

Marcos declares martial law 1972

Benigno Aquino is assassinated 1983

Corazon Aquino elected; Marcos falls 1986

Fidel Ramos elected; Subic Bay closes 1992

Joseph Estrada elected president 1998

Estrada resigns after charges of bribery and corruption. His 

vice-president, Gloria Arroyo, becomes president 2001

Arroyo elected president 2004

Death penalty abolished 2006

Source: The Southern Center for International Studies 
 Research Center, 2007.
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